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May 13, 2021 

Dear Cassopolis Public Schools parents, staff and community members: 

On Friday, May 7, 2021, the Cass/Van Buren County Health Department issued a statement 
that they will no longer enforce county-wide orders requiring student quarantine when identified 
as a close contact within schools.  In response to this change in policy, Cassopolis Public 
Schools will no longer require close contacts to positive COVID cases to quarantine.  It is felt 
the academic, social, and psychological harm students are facing due to repeated separation 
from the face-to-face school instructional experience is beyond the low risk of infection on 
campus. Students who are ordered to quarantine by the county health department because of 
a close contact outside of the classroom will be denied entry into school until their quarantine 
ends. This aligns to our practice with any other infectious disease.   

The District has identified just 7 potential positive cases during the 2020-2021 school year of all 
of the nearly 353 associated quarantined staff and students. Put another way, 99.8% of our 
positive cases have not resulted in a second positive case within our schools.  Using the 
evidence, we believe that we can safely remove school-based quarantine because of the 
protections provided by social distancing, cohorting students, mask use, and 
cleaning.  Additionally, the commitment of our families to monitor for COVID related symptoms 
and keeping symptomatic students home has had a dramatic impact on the number of in 
school transmission.  Managing COVID has been an ever-changing situation and we remain 
committed to providing you with the best and most current information.  Below is a Q and A 
designed to detail how this change impacts our current practices. 

Does this impact the ten-day isolation for positive cases?   No. Positive cases will still 
need to isolate for ten days from the onset of symptoms or from the testing date.   

Do family members of a positive case still need to quarantine?  Yes.  Family members will 
still be required to quarantine for 10 days.  If they become symptomatic, they will need to 
quarantine ten days from the onset of symptoms).  

Will the school still contact trace?  Yes. We will still identify and document close contacts of 

positive cases within our school buildings however only students who develop symptoms will 
be required to quarantine.  If your student is identified as a close contact, the school will inform 
you but the student will not need to quarantine unless they develop symptoms. 

Will the District still enact quarantines?  Yes, but only as needed.  For example, if two or 

three cases occur in a classroom or sports team, the entire classroom or team may need to 
quarantine.  Each case will be evaluated separately. 

Does this impact quarantine for staff?  No.  Under to Public Act 339 of 2020, staff members 

are still required to quarantine if they are identified as a close contact unless they are fully 
vaccinated or were positive for COVID in the past 90 days. 
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Do athletes still need weekly testing?  Yes.  This change is specific only to quarantine of close 
contacts within a school setting.  Athletes must still adhere to the MHSAA and MDHHS orders for 
competition.   

Should my student stay home with COVID related symptoms?  Yes. This is especially true if 

your student is a close contact to a positive case.  There have been instances where students 
remained home when ill, later tested positive for COVID, and no other staff or students were 
infected because the student stayed home.  Please keep your children home until they are 
symptom free for 48 hours without medication or have an alternate diagnosis such as allergies. 

Does this change the need for masks?  No.  Mask mandates are still included in the Federal 
and State orders. 

Does this change the need for social distancing?  No.  Social distancing is still included in the 

Federal and State orders.   

Didn’t the County Health Department just change social distancing recommendations to 3 
feet?  Yes.  The Tuesday, May 11 notice included the change. 

Does this change the need for cleaning protocols?  No.  Cleaning protocols are still included 
in the Federal and State orders. 

When can my student return from quarantine?  All students who are currently on quarantine 

due to close contact can return to school on Monday May, 17, 2021, unless they are a part of a 
household where a positive case has been diagnosed.  Any student involved in athletics or extra-
curricular activities who are currently quarantined due to close contact can resume their activities 
beginning this evening, May 13, 2021, unless they are part of a household where a positive case 
has been diagnosed. 
 

We are proud and thankful for the continued partnership with the Cassopolis community.  The 
change enacted today is the result of our continued efforts to contain and overcome this 
pandemic.  While we recognize that COVID related decisions often come with varied community 
opinions, we continue to rely on the guidance of the medical professionals at the Cass/Van Buren 
County Health Department, our legal advisors, and our own COVID data.   We are confident that 
this change will provide students with far greater educational opportunities and still maintain the 
safety of our students and staff.  Thank you for your trust and partnership as we continue to 
navigate through this pandemic.  Your patience, flexibility, and understanding are greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Angela Piazza 

Dr. Angela Piazza 
Superintendent 

 

 

 

 


